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40 years for man who killed his 
parents for £230,000 inheritance

Hillsborough offi  cer criticised for 
response to report into tragedy

 Jim Norton 

A convicted fraudster who murdered his 
parents for  his £230,000 inheritance  has 
been jailed for 40 years.

Stephen Seddon, 46, shot his parents at 
point-blank range with a sawn-off  shotgun 
in their house in Manchester after failing 
to kill them in a  staged road accident four 
months  earlier. He shouted at the judge at 
 the city’s crown court   yesterday  that he 
was “an innocent man” .      

Patricia Seddon, 65, and Bob Seddon, 
68, had given their son £40,000 in cash 
and a house in County Durham. But  job-
less Seddon  wanted the  inheritance .

On 20 March  2012 the married  father-
of-three drove a hired BMW, with his 
nephew and parents inside,  into the 
Bridgewater Canal  in an  eff ort to kill them  
but all survived  . Seddon  later boasted of 
his  attempts to rescue them .

Seddon gave “many and varied” 

 Sandra Laville
Crime correspondent

  A senior police officer  who allegedly 
engaged in “black propaganda” in the 
aftermath of the Hillsborough disaster 
has been heavily criticised by the police 
watchdog over his behaviour after the 
publication of an independent report on 
the tragedy last year.

Sir Norman Bettison, former chief con-
stable of West Yorkshire police, has a case 
to answer for gross misconduct  over his 
attempts to infl uence his police authority 
to present him in the best light after the 
damning Hillsborough  panel report was 
published last September, the IPCC said.

Bettison cannot be disciplined  because 
he has quit the police service and the  IPCC 
said it was unacceptable  that senior offi  c-
ers like him were able to retire to avoid 
disciplinary action and dismissal.

In a report published   yesterday , the 
police watchdog said Bettison,  an offi  cer 
with the South Yorkshire force at the time 
of Hillsborough,  engaged in “discreditable 
conduct and abuse of authority” . Solici-
tors for Bettison questioned the fairness of 
the  investigation and said he had himself 
wished to be investigated by the  IPCC.

The IPCC concluded that Bettison had 
attempted to infl uence his police authority 
– West Yorkshire – when it was considering 
referring him to the police watchdog over 

accounts of why the “accident” hap-
pened. He told a police offi  cer at the scene 
that he had a problem with his heart, 
clutched his chest and the car ended up 
in the water.  Hospital tests  showed no  
indicat ion he had suff ered a heart attack.

Seddon also suggested that the car had 
hit a brick, but no debris  was found and 
experts thought it  “highly improbable” 
 that  was the cause of the crash.      

 On 4 July Seddon shot his mother in 
the head in the hallway of her home  and 
blasted his father in the neck as he got up 
from  a sofa in the lounge. Seddon  put the 
shotgun on his father’s lap  to frame him.

Passing sentence, Mr Justice Hamblen 
said: “One can only imagine the horror 
of your parents’ last moments in this 
life, when they realised what a monster 
their son, whom they loved, had become. 
 Mercifully, their deaths were swift. ” 

 Seddon    was given a mandatory life 
sentence of 40 years for two counts of 
attempted murder and two  of murder.                          

his alleged part in a “black propaganda” 
campaign in the aftermath of the football 
stadium disaster that killed 96 people.

The police authority called a  meeting 
after publication of the Hillsborough inde-
pendent panel report, which identifi ed Bet-
tison as a member of a small  team engaged 
in presenting actions of the South York-
shire force in the best light after the disas-
ter. The actions of the force were labelled 
black propaganda in the Commons.

But Bettison, the IPCC said, had  tried 
to manipulate his police authority as  it 
considered referring him to the  watchdog 
over the black propaganda claims. Betti-
son  wanted to make himself look good by 
taking control of the process. “At issue was 
his professed desire that he refer himself 
to the IPCC,” it says.  

Bettison, the IPCC found, did not 
attempt to stop the referral happening, 
but the contact he made with Fraser 
 Sampson, the chief executive of West 
Yorkshire police authority, and Mark 
Burns- Williamson, its chair, were attempts 
to infl uence  their decision.

  The IPCC said  Bettison had “attempted 
to manipulate public messages”,  adding 
that  “ his first thoughts appear to have 
been to protect his own position”.

Bettison still faces a more substantial 
IPCC investigation into the allegations 
that as a chief inspector at the time he 
played a central role in  South Yorkshire 
police’s propaganda campaign  after  the 
disaster   that attempt ed to smear the fans 
and to put itself in a positive light. . 

Bettison’s solicitor, John Harding, said: 
“The IPCC has recognised that my client  
did himself wish to be investigated by the 
IPCC in connection with   allegations made 
in respect of Hillsborough   .   The  decision 
that there is a case to answer is not a 
 fi nding of guilt. ”

Interminable winter to cast chill over Easter weekend 

 Sam Jones and agency 

This weekend’s great Easter getaway will 
be accompanied by some of the coldest 
March weather in decades, with tempera-
tures in the UK  expected to drop to their 
lowest levels since 1962.

Met Office figures show that from 
1 March to 26 March the mean temperature 
in the UK was 2.5C (36.5F) – three degrees 
below the long-term average.

This makes it the joint-fourth coldest 
 March the UK  has experienced, according 
to records going back to 1910.  The coldest 
March  was in 1962, at 1.9C (35.4F) . 

There was better news  for anyone 
heading to France by  ferry   as French port 
control offi  cers called off  a 24-hour strike 
that would have severely disrupted cross-
Channel  services.

P&O Ferries had warned  passengers to 
expect long delays   today , and there were 
fears of traffi  c build-ups on routes to the 

shire. The AA estimates that  up to 17m  
cars will take to the roads over the holiday , 
with the busiest periods expected to be 
   yesterday  afternoon and   this  morning.

But the organisation added that the 
roads may not be as busy as usual  because 
the cold weather was likely to make this 
more of a  stay-at-home Easter .

The Met Office said this March was 
likely to be the fourth coldest on record for 
England, the joint-third coldest for Wales, 
the joint-eighth coldest for Scotland and 
sixth coldest for Northern Ireland.

 Th at has  persuaded the retailer John 
Lewis to sell  fake daffodils for the first 
time as the relentless cold weather delays 
the arrival of the spring blooms. 

The long winter’s  eff ect on fl owers  has 
 resulted in daff odil shortages for   Mother’s 
Day and Easter –  reflected in an 18% 
increase in sales of fake bouquets at the 
department store chain compared with 
this time last year. 

The  retailer has also introduced artifi cial 
bluebells, another spring fl ower expected 
to make a late appearance. It expects to 
sell a bout four times the number of fake 
blooms it originally planned for this year 
and has expanded its range to cater for 
increased demand. 
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Fourth coldest March in 
more than 100 years

Cold forces fl orists to swap 
real blooms for fakes 

A cyclist braves the cold near Reeth in the Yorkshire Dales, but the AA expects 
many road users will stay at home over the weekend Photograph: John Giles/PA

port of Dover in Kent. But at 2am yester-
day  the stoppage – which would have hit 
ports such as Calais, Dieppe and Cher-
bourg – was called off  following successful 
late-night talks.

Those now able to travel freely by cross-
Channel ferry will be among a bout 1.7 mil-
lion Britons escaping the continuing cold 
to holiday abroad this Easter.

From  Thursday until Tuesday a total of 
600,000 people  are expected to leave from 
Heathrow airport , 214,000 from Gatwick , 
110,000 from Manchester , 110,000 from 
Stansted  and 55,000 from Luton. Scot-
tish airports  will see more than 100,000 
departures.

 Those staying at home can expect 
temperatures to pick up slightly over the 
holiday period but they will be still be far 
below average for the time of year.

People travelling by rail  will have to 
contend with a number of engineering 
works, including major work at Reading , 
Berkshire, and  activity on the  west  coast 
main line in the West Midlands.

On the roads the Highways Agency 
has suspended roadworks for the Easter 
period on a number of England’s motor-
ways and major A roads.

But for safety reasons works remain in 
place on some busy routes, including the 
M1 near Milton Keynes in Buckingham-
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