
Section:GDN BE  PaGe:17  Edition Date:130329  Edition:01  Zone:    Sent at 28/3/2013 18:38 cYanmaGentaYellowblack

*The Guardian | Friday 29 March 2013 17

National

40 years for man who killed his 
parents for £230,000 inheritance

Supermarkets accused of dragging 
feet on covering cigarette displays

 Jim Norton 

A convicted fraudster who murdered his 
parents for  his £230,000 inheritance  has 
been jailed for 40 years.

Stephen Seddon, 46, shot his parents at 
point-blank range with a sawn-off  shotgun 
in their house in Manchester after failing 
to kill them in a fake road accident four 
months  earlier. He shouted at the judge 
at  the city’s crown court   yesterday  that he 
was “an innocent man” .      

Patricia Seddon, 65, and Bob Seddon, 
68, had given their son £40,000 in cash 
and a house in County Durham. But  job-
less Seddon  wanted the  inheritance .

On 20 March  2012 the married  father-

of-three drove a hired BMW, with his 
nephew and parents inside, off  the side 
of Canal Road into the Bridgewater Canal  
in a bid to kill them  but all survived  . Sed-
don  later boasted of his  attempts to res-
cue them .

Seddon gave “many and varied” 
accounts of why the “accident” hap-
pened. He told a police offi  cer at the scene 
that he had a problem with his heart, 
clutched his chest and the car ended up 
in the water.

 Tests in hospital showed nothing to 
indicate he had suff ered a heart attack.

Seddon also suggested that the car had 
hit a brick, but no debris could be found 
and experts thought it would be “highly 

  Sarah Butler 

 Tesco and Sainsbury’s are under fi re  for 
 displaying cigarettes in their convenience 
stores, even though they  can aff ord to cover 
them up – as they are already  required to 
do by law in their supermarkets.

Large supermarkets were forced to 
cover up tobacco products  from April last 
year under the Health Act 2009. Smaller 
outlets were given until April 2015 to make 
the change, partly because of the costs 
involved for the thousands of  small inde-
pendent shopkeepers.

Dr Nick Hopkinson, a senior lecturer in 
respiratory medicine at the National Heart 
and Lung Institute, based in London’s 
Royal Brompton  hospital   , said the super-
market chains are putting young people’s 
health at risk by hiding behind a conces-
sion  for much smaller businesses.

“Clearly, if they decided to change the 
displays, they could do it right now,”  he 

improbable” for that to be the cause of the 
crash. The day before  his son murdered 
him, Robert Seddon had confi ded to his 
GP that he thought the car crash was a 
deliberate attempt to kill him.

 On 4 July Seddon shot his mother in 
the head in the hallway of her home  and 
blasted his father in the neck as he got up 
from his sofa in the lounge. Seddon  put 
the shotgun on his father’s lap in a bid to 
frame him.

Passing sentence, Mr Justice Hamblen 
said: “One can only imagine the horror of 
your parents’ last moments in this life, 
when they realised what a monster their 
son, whom they loved, had become. Mer-
cifully, their deaths were swift. ” 

 Seddon, who was convicted  earlier this 
week, was given a mandatory life sentence 
of 40 years for two counts of attempted 
murder and two counts of murder.  

Seddon had already spent time in jail 
for fraud and had used the money from 
the scam to  buy a Bentley . Peter Wright 
QC, prosecuting, described him as the ulti-
mate  ungrateful son  who had an “insatia-
ble thirst for cash”.

 PC Bryn Jones, reading  a statement on 
behalf of the family, said: “The past nine 
months have been a very sad and emo-
tional time for our family.

“The shock of having both Pat and Bob 
taken from us in such horrifying and tragic 
circumstances has left us feeling numb.

“Pat and Bob were a kind, loving and 
selfl ess couple who will be missed by their 
family and friends and especially by their 
grandson who they cared for with great 
love and aff ection.”

     Outside court Detective Superintend-
ent Denise Worth  said: “ He portrayed 
himself as a devoted and loving son and 
told lie after lie after lie. He’s just an evil, 
wicked man who did it all for greed.” 

said, adding that  displays  raised awareness 
of brands and made  smoking seem  normal  
to children, 430 of whom take it up  in Eng-
land every day.  There is also evidence that 
displays encourage impulse purchases by 
those who are trying to quit.

 Tesco is the largest operator of con-
venience stores in the UK, with more 
than 2,000 shops under its Express and 
One Stop brands, while Sainsbury’s owns 
nearly 500 small shops.

In statements, Sainsbury’s and Tesco 
indicated they were not planning any 
immediate change and would abide by 
the legislation when it came into force in 
two years’ time. 

“In line with the laws on the display of 
tobacco products, we have modifi ed the 
display units in our larger format stores 
so that tobacco products are hidden from 
view. By April 2015, we will have applied 
the same conditions to our Express stores, 
when the display ban law for convenience 
stores comes into eff ect,” Tesco said.             
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Interminable winter to cast chill over Easter weekend 

 Sam Jones and agency 

This weekend’s great Easter getaway will 
be accompanied by some of the coldest 
March weather in decades, with tempera-
tures in the UK  expected to drop to their 
lowest levels since 1962.

Met Office figures show that from 
1 March to 26 March the UK mean tem-
perature was 2.5C (36.5F) – three degrees 
below the long-term average.

This makes it the joint fourth coldest 
 March the UK  has experienced, according 
to records going back to 1910.  The cold-
est March in the UK was in 1962, at 1.9C 
(35.4F) . 

There was better news  for anyone 
heading to France by  ferry   as French port 
control offi  cers called off  a 24-hour strike 
that would have severely disrupted cross-
Channel  services.

P&O Ferries had warned  passengers to 
expect long delays   today , and there were 

M1 near Milton Keynes in Buckingham-
shire. The AA estimates that as many as 
17m  cars will take to the roads over the 
holiday period, with the busiest periods 
expected to be    yesterday  afternoon and 
  this  morning.

But the organisation added that the 
roads may not be as busy as usual  because 
the cold weather was likely to make this 
more of a  stay-at-home Easter .

The Met Office said this March was 
likely to be the fourth coldest on record for 
England, the joint third coldest for Wales, 
the joint eighth coldest for Scotland and 
sixth coldest for Northern Ireland.

 Th at has  persuaded the retailer John 
Lewis to sell  fake daffodils for the first 
time as the relentless cold weather delays 
the arrival of the spring blooms. 

The long winter’s  eff ect on fl owers  has 
 resulted in daff odil shortages for   Mother’s 
Day and Easter –  reflected in an 18% 
increase in sales of fake bouquets at the 
department store chain compared with 
this time last year. 

The  retailer has also introduced artifi cial 
bluebells, another spring fl ower expected 
to make a late appearance. It expects to 
sell a bout four times the number of fake 
blooms it originally planned for this year 
and has expanded its range to cater for 
increased demand. 

Fourth coldest March in 
more than 100 years

Cold forces fl orists to swap 
real blooms for fakes 

A cyclist braves the cold near Reeth in the Yorkshire Dales, but the AA expects 
many road users will stay at home over the weekend Photograph: John Giles/PA

fears of traffi  c build-ups on routes to the 
port of Dover in Kent. But at 2am yester-
day  the stoppage – which would have hit 
ports such as Calais, Dieppe and Cher-
bourg – was called off  following successful 
late-night talks.

Those now able to travel freely by cross-
Channel ferry will be among a bout 1.7 mil-
lion Britons escaping the continuing cold 
to holiday abroad this Easter.

From  Thursday until Tuesday a total of 
600,000 people  are expected to leave from 
Heathrow airport , 214,000 from Gatwick , 
110,000 from Manchester , 110,000 from 
Stansted  and 55,000 from Luton. Scot-
tish airports  will see more than 100,000 
departures.

 Those staying at home can expect 
temperatures to pick up slightly over the 
holiday period but they will be still be far 
below average for the time of year.

People travelling by rail  will have to 
contend with a number of engineering 
works, including major work at Reading , 
Berkshire, and  activity on the  west  coast 
main line in the West Midlands.

On the roads the Highways Agency 
has suspended roadworks for the Easter 
period on a number of England’s motor-
ways and major A roads.

But for safety reasons works remain in 
place on some busy routes, including the 


