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CCTV reveals store’s treatment of teenage shoplifter

  Diane Taylor 

 A teenage asylum seeker  has said he  feared 
he was going to die  after he was pinned to 
the ground, grabbed around the neck and 
restrained by fi ve people in a Sainsbury’s 
supermarket after he stole a sandwich.

Amine Ahnini , from Algeria, who was 18 
at the time of the incident in May last year, 
was  challenged by a security guard  as he 
left the Canterbury store with a sandwich 
and a few other food items .  He admitted 

he had not paid for them , saying he  was 
starving and had no money. 

  Ahnini agreed to go back into the store 
with the guard and return  the items . CCTV 
footage shows that after he had put the 
food down the  guard grabbed him  and 
pushed him to the ground. Other  employ-
ees and a member of the public  helped 
the guard  restrain  him. The guard said he 
 acted because he feared  the 18-year-old 
was going to assault him. 

“The security guard had his hands 
around my neck, I couldn’t breathe and 
thought I was dying,” said Ahnini. “My 
arms and legs were pinned down so I 
couldn’t move. All I could think about was 
getting the guard’s hands off  my neck so I 
could breathe again so I bit his hand.”

Police were called and arrested Ahnini. 
He was convicted of  theft and assault  by 
Canterbury  magistrates  last November 

and  ordered to  do community service, 
pay £100 compensation to the  guard and 
£250 towards court costs. He is appealing 
against the convictions.

The prosecution’s case was that Ahnini 
became aggressive when challenged by 
the  guard, threatened him and pushed 
him. Ahnini denies this.

When police viewed the CCTV footage 
their log states: “The IP [injured party] is 
shown to use force to pick up and throw 
the suspect to the floor and appears to 
show the IP is holding the suspect around 
the neck as he alleges.” A later  entry states: 
“It is felt that a further statement would be 
required from the IP as the original one is 
of insuffi  cient detail in terms of the justi-
fi cation for the level of force used etc.”  A 
police spokesman said extra statements 
were sometimes needed to ensure offi  cers 
had the “best evidence” possible.

 Police took  photographs of the injuries 
to Ahnini’s neck at the police station.  He 
 said he collapsed at the police station and 
was checked over by a custody nurse who 
said  he was all right.

He added: “I suff ered a lot of trauma 
in Algeria and have a very big scar on my 
neck from an accident I had while trying to 
escape from there. I’ve been given medi-
cation to help me with this trauma but I 
get very nervous when people touch me.

“When the security guard put his hands 
round my neck I was scared the scar would 
open up again. My parents were arrested 
and taken away in Algeria and I had a lot of 
nightmares about it. The nightmares had 
faded but since this incident they have 
come back . ”  

 A Sainsbury’s spokeswoman said: 
“Where there are reasonable grounds to 
suspect that someone has taken goods 

without paying in-store security offi  cers 
and store colleagues have a statutory right 
to stop that person. In some circumstances 
– and always when violence has been used 
– the police may also be called.     ”

Sainsbury’s employs security guards 
trained and licensed by the Security 
Industry Authority. However, they do 
not receive training in physical interven-
tion   like that given to  bouncers for pubs 
and clubs  .    A n SIA spokesman said  “only 
training packages which avoid the neck 
are approved by us”.

 He added: “Any forceful restraint can 
lead to medical complications, sudden 
death or permanent disability especially 
where situational and individual risk fac-
tors are present. Although some of the 
above is lawful, under certain circum-
stances, such interventions will require 
high levels of justifi cation and training.”                   

After putting the stolen food down, Amine Ahnini was grabbed and pushed to the ground. The Sainsbury’s security guard said he feared he was going to be assaulted

Guard grabbed asylum 
seeker around the neck

Algerian admitted taking 
sandwich ‘out of hunger’
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Rape trial witness weeps in court
 Alexandra Topping 

A young woman cried  on the witness 
stand    yesterday  as she watched a video 
of  herself as a 15-year-old girl  describing 
to police how she was raped repeatedly by 
a 25-year-old man who made her feel like 
a “piece of meat”.

In a police interview carried out in 2006, 
the girl told police  she had been  coerced 
into sexual acts by several men. The jury 
heard that A khtar Dogar  bent  her fi ngers 
 to the point of breaking when she refused 
to have sex with  him. She told the offi  cer: 
“He said ‘ You don’t like it when I’m angry, 
so make sure you make me happy’.”

She said Dogar only stopped when she 
 agreed to have sex with him. Asked by a 
policewoman how she felt about  it,  she 
replied: “I hated myself, I felt proper dirty 
and disgusted with myself. I thought, 
‘ Why am I doing this ?  Why is he doing 
this ? He knows how old I am.’”

The  woman, who cannot be identifi ed 
for legal reasons, is a key witness in the 
trial of nine men accused of a range of 
sexual abuse, including rape, traffi  cking 

and child prostitution. It is alleged the 
men targeted young girls as young as 11 
from vulnerable  backgrounds, and over 
a period of eight years subjected them to 
extreme physical and sexual violence  – 
 some victims were sold for prostitution in 
Oxford  or traffi  cked  around the country.

Watching herself on the screen, the 
 woman, now 21, brushed away tears  as her 
police interview was played to the court. 
 She chose not to have a screen put up 
between herself and the men she accuses 
of sexually and psychologically abusing 
her from the age of 12 until she was 15.

During the interview played to the 
court, she told a police  officer  she had 
come forward after  three days  of being 
forced to perform sex acts on two men 
and have sex with Dogar. A police offi  cer 
had encouraged her to come forward after 
seeing her with Dogar in a park in Oxford, 
saying they “knew what he was up to”.                                          

 Kamar Jamil, Akhtar Dogar, Anjum 
Dogar, Assad Hussain, Mohammed  Karrar, 
Bassam Karrar, Mohammed Hussain, 
Zeeshan Ahmed and Bilal Ahmed deny 51 
counts. 

The trial continues. 

Analysis

More people stealing to eat
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 T
he data may  be sketchy 
and the evidence largely 
anecdotal, but there are 
signs that shoplifting food 
is becoming an austerity-era 
shoplifting phenomenon: 

more people stealing to eat because 
they cannot aff ord  basic grocer ies.

Teenage asylum seeker Amine 
Ahnini was  almost destitute when he 
 stole a sandwich from Sainsbury’s  last 
year. Ahnini, who is not allowed to 
work, had £35 a week  for food, clothes 
and travel, and said he would often go 
for one or two days without eating.

  But it is not just asylum seekers 
 driven to desperation thefts. Chari-
ties and police  say  as  living costs rise 
and incomes shrink, “stealing to eat” 
is increasing and the shoplifter demo-
graphic is widening   and includes   moth-
ers struggling to feed their children, 
  and   hungry pensioners. In many cases 
they  have no  criminal record. The  rise is 
 more marked in  deprived areas .

                     Last year Greater Manchester police 
 said  while  shoplifting off ences in its 
patch overall w ere decreasing ,       the pro-
portion  involving groceries  was  rising. 

 Ch  Supt Chris Sykes  told a confer-
ence : “It’s our feeling that a signifi cant 
proportion of that is people stealing for 
themselves rather than stealing to sell 
on a big joint of beef, for example. In 
the past, you had stealing to order but 
now people are stealing for their own 
use.”

In Glasgow offi  cers  reported a similar 
increase  in “stealing to eat” crimes. “We 
had an old man who had taken three 
tins of salmon. He could not aff ord to 
feed himself,” Ch  Ins p Ann Hughes  said 
last year.

              In a survey of 45 food parcel re-
cipients by Coventry food bank, which 
feeds  more than 210 people every 
week,  just under half answered yes to 
the question “Have you   ever needed 
to steal to feed you or your family?” 
 Patrick Butler and Jim Norton       


